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CROSSWORD SOLU TION

SUDOKU SOLU TION

HOMETOWN HEROES

WEEK IN HISTORY
STAFF PHOTO BY ASHLEY SAARI

Ava Marie Handmade Chocolates owner Susan
Mazzone rings up a customer.

“As a production crew, we’re under
the gun when the holidays come
around,” said Ava Marie Handmade
Chocolates owner Susan Mazzone.
“There are a select few keeping the
calm, and one of those people is Kelly.”

Kelly Kemmet of Peterborough has
been a manager at Ava Marie’s for the
past four years. A transplant from
Long Island, New York, 21 years ago,
Kemmet said she’s lost the accent
– but not the attitude, she jokes.

Kemmet manages the retail portion
of the store, and the employees, who
are mostly teenagers, she said. “I
w o u l d n’t have thought that I liked it so
much, being a mother of my own, but
it’s great working with the teenagers.
They ’re a special breed.”

A mom of two, Kemmet said she has
little time for activities outside of work
and homemaking, but she gets up ex-
tra early every day to ensure that she
can get in a run, either outside or with
a trip to the gym.

 – By ASHLEY SAARI

F ranklin Pierce Univer-
sity will honor 13 under-
graduate students with

the A.L.A.NA (African-Ameri-
can, Latino/a, Asian, Native
American) Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Service Award
Wednesday at its College at
Rindge campus.

The A.L.A.NA Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Service
Award honors students who
have demonstrated a commit-
ment to service and commu-
nity building, and recognizes
individuals as they work to ful-
fill the dream and message of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Nominated students are
assessed by their commit-
ment to: active engagement in
social justice; expanding cul-
tural awareness and involve-
ment in opportunities that
promote more inclusive com-
munities.

This year’s A.L.A.NA Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Ser-
vice Award recipients in-
clude:

■ Dominiqua Bethea
■ Damani Brandon
■ N’Keyah Diaz
■ Ameryca Freeman
■ Sydania Grady
■ Markeytah Johnson
■ Saadia Joseph
■ Johnathen Matlock
■ Shinel Nicholas
■ Victoria Vargas
■ Brianna Young
Two additional students,

Emma Gelinas and Tiffany
Jefferson, will receive a Dis-
tinguished Honors Award for
demonstrating a deep and
sustaining commitment to
service and justice.

“We are extremely proud of
the leadership and maturity
that these award recipients
model on campus through
their constant dedication to
service and making our com-
munity stronger and more in-
clusive for all,” said President
Kim Mooney. “Franklin
Pierce has a very diverse stu-
dent population — 27 percent
of our student population is
African-American, Latino/a,
Asian or Native American —
which we view as one of our
strongest institutional as-
sets.”

The A.L.A.NA Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Service
Award recipients will be rec-
ognized at a private Award
Ceremony and Dinner that
will highlight the achieve-
ments of each student, as well
as celebrate the achieve-
ments of Franklin Pierce
alumni speakers Terrell
Boston Smith (Class of 2005)
and Talesha Saint-Marc
(Class of 2006). The celebra-
tion will conclude by honoring
the life and legacy of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. with ex-
cerpts from a Letter from the
Birmingham Jail and the
Drum Major Instinct.

BEHIND THE COUNTER

I would like to buy the Peterborough Community
Theatre, please. And I would like to keep it a theater.
Every community needs a community theater.

It was not until I began this job last spring that I
went there, but I sought out the 102-year-old theater
just like I knew it was important to find community the-
aters everywhere I’ve been: the Avalon on Connecticut

Avenue when I lived
in Washington, D.C.,
the iconic Angelika
Film Center near
where I worked in
New York City one
s u m m e r.

Growing up in
Merrimack, it was the
Wilton Town Hall The-
atre. I was there at
least once a week
from the time I got my
driver ’s license, and
other nights I was in

Concord at Red River Theatres. Don’t get me started
on the Milford Drive-In.

I learned at these historic cathedrals of cinema that
to see film as they were meant to be seen. That is to
say, go to the movies, turn off your cell phone, turn
down the lights, and sit close enough to lose the edges
of the frame. It’s an experience no Netflix, Fandor or
FilmStruck account can recreate.

I learned that they do not only make the movie bet-
ter, but that they make the community better. There is
nothing wrong with catching the latest studio tentpole
at the megaplex, but there’s value in seeing a small
movie in a small theater.

They bring the community closer to the world. In a
time when people are increasingly failing to under-
stand one another, specialty movies can generate in-
comparable empathy for, as some examples, a gay man
coming of age in a drug-filled Miami neighborhood
(“Moonlight”), or a motley gang of young adults road-
tripping through Middle America doing whatever it
takes to get by (“American Honey”). Neither of these
could be found at Cinemagic.

They also bring the people in the community closer
to each other. Take Christmas in Wilton for example, as
dozens of locals pack into that 131-year-old room to cel-
ebrate the season together with “It’s a Wonderful
Life.” In most towns, residents spend that weekend in
their homes, scarcely looking up from their individual
binge-watches.

“To me, movie house is a campfire where we all go
to sit alone together and be amazed,” New York Times
media columnist David Carr tweeted when some con-
sidered theaters dangerous after the shooting in Col-
orado in 2012. “I ain’t letting go of that.”

Neither am I. Peterborough’s arts community is
one of the richest in the country, but would be incom-
plete without a movie theater.

All right, I’ll
buy the theater

50 YEARS AGO
Feb. 23, 1967: New Ipswich voters, 150 of them, unani-
mously approved plans for a $400,000 middle school for
grades 5-8 at a special district meeting Tuesday night at
Appleton academy.

Tuesday ’s meeting, described as “quiet and friendly,”
lasted about an hour and a half, with nearly an hour de-
voted to discussion of electric heat, which is recom-
mended for the new school.

25 YEARS AGO
Feb. 20, 1992: An article in Friday’s Boston Globe fea-
tured a quote from U.S. hockey goalie Ray LeBlanc, whose
parents David and Sharon LeBlanc, have lived on Perry
Road in Rindge since 1987.

When asked where his parents lived, LeBlanc described
the area as “just a dinky little town near the Mas-
sachusetts border — up near Winchendon.”

10 YEARS AGO
Feb. 20, 2007: Florida State Attorney Lawson Lamar an-
nounced Thursday that he will not press charges against a
Disney World costume character employee who was ac-
cused of hitting a Greenville teen.

Jerry Monaco of Greenville made a complaint to the state
at torney’s office saying that while on a family vacation, a
performer dressed in a Tigger suit accosted his 14-year-
old son and punched him in the face.

Then and now

PAGE TWO ON TUESDAY

OK, I guess we’re making these too hard. For two weeks in a row, no one cor-
rectly guessed this photo. Last week’s was an image of Livermore Bridge,

which spans Blood Brook at Russell Hill Road in Wilton. We’ll make it easier this
week: All we want to know is, in what town is this historic sap house? Send your
answers to news@ledgertranscript.com.

Library of Congress Photo

COURTESY PHOTO
Peterborough Senior Program’s Joe Schultz and Kerry Cuevas, Monadnock Humane Society
volunteer coordinator, carry more than 100 dog toys — ones destined for donation to the
societ y.

Pet project

BRANDON LATHAM
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