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PAGE TWO ON TUESDAY

A night with 
the Boss

At the last Bruce Springsteen concert I went to, in 
2012,1 was on the floor, dancing on one leg (my right 
foot was in a cast) to “Thunder Road” when a woman 
asked me, with a pinch of condescension, “How old

- _! are you?”
My response: “I’m 

■ 19 years younger 
jr.— than this song.”

I went to my third 
I Springsteen show on 

j Wednesday, my first 
an outdoor venue 

J like Gillette, and
watched a man more 
than three times my 
age perform his 
trademark rollicking 
heartland rock for 4 
hours and 2 minutes.

BRANDON LATHAM
Reporter

He barely broke a sweat.
I’ve been known to say, with false objectivity in my 

voice, that there may be better novelists and filmmak­
ers and so on, but Bruce Springsteen is the greatest 
storyteller ever to make pop music his primary 
medium. For all of the dance music, fun covers and 
hard rock of the concert, he was in storytelling mode 
for most of the night.

He recounted why he wrote his iconic songs - 
namely “Blinded by the Light” — talked about buying 
his first guitar at age 14, explained why he considers 
“Growin’ Up” his first autobiography. He considered 
the state of our union, saying it depresses him right 
after singing “American Skin.” He delivered a heart- 
breakingly bare rendition of “4th of July, Asbury Park” 
that sounded more introspective and mournful than 
I’d heard before.

The show crescendoed from the thoughtful story­
telling of its first hour to the bouncy explosion of its 
fourth. It started with why I love Bruce’s music and 
built to why I love his shows.

This week, The Boss will turn 68. He still has 
house-rocking, pants-dropping, earth-shocking, booty- 
shaking, heart-breaking, soul-crying, death-defying, 
legendary E Street Band rocking harder than ever.

SNAP CHATS
We asked three locals: what food do you look for­

ward to in the fall?

John 
McCracken 
of Rindge

“Apple pie. I 
love apple pie. We 
already made 
some.”

Jim Burnham 
of Antrim

Cam Plank, 
Franklin 

Pierce student

WEEK IN HISTORY
50 YEARS AGO

Sept. 22,1966: Site work began this morning on a major 
one-story addition to the First National Bank of Peterbor­
ough. The bank will be nearly doubled in size. Hutchins & 
French of Boston are the architects. They designed the 
original bank, which was built in 1928, and its two expan­
sions in 1948 and 1956.

25 YEARS AGO
Sept. 19,1991: “Home Cookin’” is hot off the press and 
ready for sale. The 380-recipe cookbook was developed 
to help provide funds for the Souhegan Valley Ambulance 
Service building, currently under construction on Route 
124 in New Ipswich. The recipes were submitted by resi­
dents of Greenville, Mason, New Ipswich, and Temple, the 
four towns served by SVAS.

10 YEARS AGO
Sept. 21, 2006: Where is the best place to begin to an­
swer the question: “What does each religion teach us 
about peace?" One good place is the Peace Abbey in 
Sherborn, Mass., according to Cynthia Schroer, director of 
religious education at the Peterborough Unitarian Univer- 
salist Church. On Sunday, a group of local children and 
their parents tourned the Peace Abbey to learn more 
about peace and social justice. “Our focus this year is to 
encourage the children to take a respectful approach to 
other peoples’ religious beliefs,’’ said Schroer, “no matter 
how different than our own.”

Neil Young, take note

STAFF PHOTO BY BEN C0NANT
The full harvest moon shone bright over Peterborough this weekend.

BEHIND THE COUNTER

“Pumpkin 
pie, or squash “Apple pie. My 
pie. With the ex- mom makes the 
ception of a few best apple pie.” 
spices, they 
taste very sim­
ilar.”

Michelle Flagg doesn’t spend much 
time away from work.

As the manager of the Bennington 
Country Store, she does a little bit of 
everything, she said, ringing up cus­
tomers and slinging breakfast sand­
wiches.

Flagg has spent most of her life in 
customer service. She’s been at the 
Country Store for three and a half 
years, coming on when the store 
changed ownership at about that time. 
Before that, she worked at the TD 
Bank and Ocean National Bank.

Dealing with customers is her fa­
vorite part of the job, she said, espe­
cially getting to know the locals who 
are the store’s regulars.

When she’s not behind the counter, 
Flagg likes to camp and go four- 
wheeling and hang out with her two 
dogs, Ace and Bandit.

-By ASHLEY SAARI STAFF PHOTO BY ASHLEY SAARI
Michelle Flagg stands behind the counter of the 
Bennington Country Store on Saturday.

Then and now

an you identify the photo above? Send your answers to news@ledgertran- 
script.com. No one correctly identified last week’s photo of Taylor Pond.

COURTESY THE NEW IPSWICH HISTORICAL SOCIETY

DO YOU HAVE OLD PHOTOS THAT BELONG IN THEN AND NOW?
Email us at news@ledgertranscript.com

COMING
THURSDAY

Lesson learned from 
two bicycle rides, 50 

years apart. Coming 
Thursday in Along the 
Way.

HOMETOWN HEROES

Jacob Day of New Ip­
swich recently 

passed his Eagle Board 
of Review in Keene. Day, 
a member of Troop 3877, 
chose an eagle service 
project to benefit his 
school. The work in­
volved designing, 
building and installing a 
fitness course on an es­
tablished walking path 
around Mascenic Re­
gional High School and 
Highbridge Hill Elemen­
tary School. Each station 
has a sign that guides 
the walker through spe­
cific exercises. There 
are 12 such signs on the 
1.5 mile loop. Day also 
used GPS to measure 
and place mile markers 
on the path which is also 
used by the Mascenic 
cross-country team as 
its running course. Day 
is pictured above with 
Mascenic teacher ad 
cross-country coach 
Mike Smith.
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