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CROSSWORD SOLU TION

HOMETOWN HEROES

WEEK IN HISTORY

STAFF PHOTO BY NICHOLAS HANDY
Beth Coll, Bonnie Coll-Cutter, and mother Catherine
Coll all play a role in running the family-run Coll’s
Garden Center & Florist of Jaffrey. 

In March, it will be 44 years that
Coll’s Garden Center & Florist has
been providing flowers, power equip-
ment, and other gardening materials
and tools to residents of Jaffrey and
the greater Monadnock region. 

Despite the region’s current
weather not being the greatest for gar-
dening, Manager Beth Coll says the
business continues to stay busy as
flowers are always needed for various
community events and people are al-
ways interested in buying or repairing
their power equipment. 

“Our business is pretty diversified,”
said Coll. “My parents and their three
children started this business from
nothing and we have continued to add
different divisions based on the needs
of the community.”

The business is still vry much fam-
ily owned and operated, with Coll’s
mother Catherine still owning the
store and her sister Bonnie Coll-Cut-
ter becoming the florist for the store. 

-By Nicholas Handy

Conant High School
senior Katrina

Wilson was named the
Distinguished Young
Woman of New Hamp-
shire 2017. Now, she’s
headed to Mobile, Al-
abama for National Fi-
nals. The Distinguished
Young Women Scholar-
ship Program aims to
reward and recognize
girls in their senior year
of high school. Scholar-
ships are awarded on
both the state and na-
tional level. The pro-
gram has five phases of
competition: Scholas -
tics, Interview, Talent,
Fitness and Self-Expres-
sion.
There has not been a
Distinguished Young
Women winner from the
L edger-Transcript’s cov-
erage area since 1967,
when Jane Eaton of
New Ipswich won the
title.

BEHIND THE COUNTER

I once watched a Marine Corps tank patrolling Con-
stitution Avenue in Washington, D.C. The streets were
uncharacteristically empty but for a handful of excited
tourists and more than the usual amount police offi-
cers. It was Sunday, Jan. 20, 2013, the night before
President Obama’s second inauguration.

I went to college in
the District, and like
every other student I
wanted to be a part of
this major cultural,
communal moment.
The earliest indica-
tion I had of just how
insane Inauguration
Day might be was a
letter from the univer-
sity president saying
students are not al-
lowed to rent out our
dorm rooms to out-of-

towners. Like any odd rule, this means that someone
did it once, and that it must have gone badly.

Anyway, I woke up before dawn, rode the subway as
close as it would take me (not close at all) and spent the
day with innumerable strangers.

I was nowhere near the Capitol, nearly a mile from
the president. From the distance, I made out his
podium but watched most of his address (and Bey-
once’s national anthem performance) on a massive
monitor. The sea of people packed shoulder-to-
shoulder extended probably an additional mile behind
me.

They came from everywhere. One girl, a Texan, ap-
proached me and said she was trying to find someone
from every state, and already had 46 checked off. Yes, I
was her first New Hampshirite.

I don’t think we have the time for me to write about
the kooky characters and wacky costumes and count-
less street vendors selling things that may not be fit to
print. I’ll just say I didn’t get anything, but still laugh
when I remember the pitch lines.

Washington is used to visitors, families taking in the
cherry blossoms or school groups filing into museums,
but this was something else. The police and military
presence was unlike anything I’d ever seen. I walked
the six miles because the metro stations were backed-
up with people waiting en masse. I figured I’d keep
walking until I found an uncrowded station, and wound
up walking all the way home. All that and historically
second inaugurals are less attended than firsts.

And nobody had organized what might be the city’s
biggest protest in decades for the same weekend, a
protest that forces us to acknowledge this week of Rev.
Dr. Martin Luther King’s birthday that his fight for civil
rights is not finished.

My inauguration experience was filled with bizarre
characters and the too-rare experience of being part of
something, with thousands of compatriots, that will be
talked about in history classrooms.

I won’t be there this week, but the Lathams will be
represented. My sister, Allison, is a midshipman at the
U.S. Naval Academy and will march with the new pres-
ident in the inaugural parade.

She is one of 91 in the Academy’s 13th Company, last
semester ’s chosen color company. Our grandfather, a
1957 Navy graduate, marched at President Eisen-
hower ’s inauguration 60 years before.

My parents are going, too, to see her, with a re-
served spot much closer than I was, courtesy of the of-
fice of Sen. Jeanne Shaheen. They even get chairs –
can you believe that?

I wonder what kinds of characters they might
meet.

C rowd i n g
the capitol

50 YEARS AGO
Jan. 19, 1967: The beloved Martin Keenan has passed
away from a heart condition. Keenan was one of the most
known, respected and helping individuals that the town of
Peterborough has ever had. During his life, Keenan
worked at Noone’s Mill as assistant superintendent,
served as a selectman for 14 years, served as a represen-
tative of the General court and served as deputy sheriff
for 20 years, to name a few of his contributions to the
communit y.

25 YEARS AGO
Jan. 23, 1992: With the help of state legislatures, Con-
Va l ’s Applied Technology Center is turning from an idea to
reality. Senator Charles Bass and Rep. Merton Dyer have
co-sponsored a bill that will fund the program. The Ap-
plied Technology Center, ATC for short, will be a technol-
ogy based curriculum that will help students learn to use
technology in all aspects of life, a learning experience the
traditional classroom doesn’t offer.

10 YEARS AGO
Jan. 16, 2007: In celebration of MLK Day, the Trey Whit-
field School of Brooklyn, New York spent the day perform-
ing at the Dublin School. The two schools have been con-
gregating together on MLK Day for the past 14 years and
look forward to meeting together in the future.

Then and now

PAGE TWO ON TUESDAY

Many readers wrote in with the correct answer to last Tuesday’s Then and Now, which was the
Wilder Thermometer Factory at the North Dam in Peterborough. It wasn’t easy, as the roads have
been reconfigured since. Then and Now returns next Tuesday.

STAFF PHOTO BY BEN CONANT
Ok, it’s not exactly Alaska, but early sunsets like these can make an interesting image atop the
positively tectonic ice plates of Dublin Lake.

Land of the mid-afternoon sun

BRANDON LATHAM
Repor ter

 Check out the other Online Daily Deals Available

 Purchase and View Details of Daily Deals Online at deals.ledgertranscript.com. 

 Sign Up Today ...
 For  NEW DEAL  Email Alerts!

 185207
 deals.ledgertranscript.com

 Offer Good For Repairs, 
 Alterations, Heel & Tip 

 Guards,  a nd
 Polishing Services.

 (603) 355-1133 edsshoeandleatherrepair . com 140 Monadnock Hwy, Swanzey,  NH 0344 6

 ED’S SHOE & LEATHER REPAIR
 Buy  Today For

 $ 20. 00

 50% Savings!
 Coupon Book Good For 4 Services

 A $40 Value for $20
 *Get Your Winter Gear Repaired  (Zippers, Buttons,  e tc.)


